BU ZAID AND HIS SON

was none, and the youth gave answer as his brother had
done,

'And so they returned home.

'Some days had passed when Bu Zaid turned to 'Aziz,
"Come," said he, "we will go a journey."

'Once more he prepared the sack of flour and put into
it the single date, and the old man and the youth set off,
and they came to the same bare plain with its single sidr
tree.

c "I must sleep," said Bu Zaid, "prepare a meal." So
'Aziz searched the plain for firewood, but finding none,
came back and sat down to think, and he saw that only
the dry wood of their saddles and riding canes would serve.
So he made a fire of these, then chopping branches from the
sidr with his dagger he fashioned them into new saddles and
riding crooks. Thus he baked two loaves of bread and set
one for Bu Zaid and the other for himself, and discovering
the date, he cut it in halves and set one upon his father's
loaf, and the other upon his own. Then he awakened
Bu Zaid, saying, "Arise and eat, O father."

'And his father roused himself and beheld what the youth
had done, and jealousy entered Bu Zaid's heart,1 and he
said within himself, "I must kill 'Aziz, for he is a better
man than L"

'Now it was planned that they should pass on next
morning to the water-hole which lay at a very great
distance. But at midnight Bu Zaid rose and crept stealthily
to 'Aziz's camel and sticking a needle into her foot lamed

1 Bu Zaid could not tolerate a rival; in his later days he murdered Dhiyab
bin Ghanim, a mighty hunter and fighter, though Dhiyab had taken one of
Bu Zaid's sisters to wife. DhiyaVs son, when he grew up, slew Bu Zaid
to revenge his father, in the traditional Arabian manner,
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